1 FURTHER 


A C C O UNT 


L. 
GOD'S DEALINGS 


a With the Reverend 


Mr. GROROCE WHITEFIELD, 


FROM 


The Time of his ORDINATION to his 
EMBARKING for GEORGIA. 


* 
To which is Annex'd, 


A Brief AccounT of the Reiſe, Progreſs, ad | 
Fro Situation 


or THE 
Orphan-Houſe in GEORGIA. 
In a LETTER to a FRIEND. 


By GEORGE WHITEFIELD, A.B. 
Late of Pembroke-College, Oxon. 1 


nn 


Geviee1s xxxii. 19. am not worthy of the leaſt of all the 
Mercies, and of all the Truth, which thou haſt Re unto 
_ thy Ser vant. 


I — 1. 


. 
— 


—_ — — = 4 


LO V DON: 
Printed by W. STzanan; and fold by Joun Lewns, in 
"» >: Rarthbolomew-Cloſe, near Wejt-Smithfield;z at the Tabernacle, 
bear Maor-Fielam; and may. be had at all Bookſellers. _— 
ber- in Town and Country. 1747. 

| 8 bens. 1 


5 


* — - = 0 — _ o 4 8 - ot # 
rr vU——. ]˙—UN— — — 


bf 


THE 


PREFACE. 


8 H E Royal Pſalmiſt, filled no 
Ar doubt with a deep Senſe of the 


— 


Divine Goodneſs in general, and 
CEE of the many Mercies conferred 
upon himſelf in particular, breaks out into 
this moving Language, Come all ye that 
fear God, and I will tell you what he 
hath done for my Soul.----4nd great 
Reaſon he had for ſo doing. © Experience 
daily convinces devout Souls, that nothing 
has a more immediate Tendency to affett 
themſelves, and recommend their glorious 
and bountiful Bene factor 10 the Choice and 
Adoration of others, than an artleſs, 
humble Narration of the many Favours, 


F Spiritual or Temporal, mhich they baus 


F In, received 
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iy) 
recefoud from him, in whom they live, and 
move, and have their Being. ----This and 
ſuch like Conſiderations (if I know any 
thing of my Heart) led me ſome Years 
ago to publiſh a ſhort Account of God's 
Dealings with me, from the Time of 
my Birth, to my entering into Holy Or- 
ders.-—- And as it bas pleaſed a Sovereign 
God to bleſs that little Traft in a manner 
T durſt not expect, both ar home and 
abroad, I now fit down, in his Fear, 
10 fa a Promife made at the End o 
it, viz. To give a farther Account of t 
Lord's Dealing with me from that Time 
to my y Embarkog for America. 
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imme 


Further ACCOUNT, Ge. 


D 2 AVING been ordained at Glouceſter, on 
fe Tremty Sunday 2 36, and preached my 
Sermon on the eceſſity and Benefit of re- 
eien, Society, to a very crowded Auditory 

| (in the Church in which I was baptized 

the Lord's Day following, I ſet out the next N edneſday 
to Oxford, where I was received with great Joy by 
my religious Friends, For about a Week I con- 
tinued in my Servitor's Habit, aw then took my De- 
gree of Batcheler of Arts, aſter having been at the 
Univerſity three Years and three Quarters, and gong 
on towards the 224d Year of my Age. My dear an 

honour'd Friends the Reverend Meſſrs. Jebn and 
Charles Weftey, being now tor ſome time embarked for 
Georgia, and one or two more having taken Orders, 
the Interett of MzTHODISM, as it was then and is 
now termed, had viſibly declined, and very few of 
this reputed mad Way were lett at the Univerſity. 
This ſomewhat diſcouraged me at times, bur the Lord 
Jzsvs ſupported my Soul, and made me caſy by giv- 
ing me a ſtrong Conviction, that 1 was where He 
would have me to be, My Degree J ſoon found was 
of Service to me, as it gave me Accels to thoſe I could 
not be tree with when in an inferior Station; and, as 
Opportunity offered, I was enabled to converſe with 
them about the Things which belonged to the Kingdom 
of GOD. — The Subſcriptions for the poor Pri- 


ſoners (Which amounted to avout Ferty Pounds per 


Annum) 
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Annum) were ſoon put into my Hands—— Two or 


Three ſmall Charity-Schools, maintained by the Me- 
thodiſts, were under my more immediate Inſpection, 
which, with the Time ſpent in following my Studies, 

rivate Retirement, and religious Converſe, ſweetly 
filled up the whole of my Day, and kept me from 
that unaccountable, but too common, Complaint of 
having any Time hang upon my Hands. The diſtri- 
buting Money and Books amongſt the poor Priſoners, 
and employing ſuch as could work, I found was of 
admirable Service: —— For hereby they were kept 
from that worſt of Goal Diſeaſes, Idleneſs; and were 
not only convinced, that we bore a good Will towards 
them, but alſo laid them as it were under an Obligation to 
hear the Inſtructions we gave them from time to time. 
——— This Practice was firſt taken up by the Meſſrs. 
N eſieys, and would to God all Ordinaries of Priſons 
would copy after their good Example They would 
deſerve well of the Common-wealth, and if actuated 
by the Love of God, would receive a glorious Re- 
ward from him who hath ſaid, I was fk and in Pri- 


. 
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"fon, and ye came unto me. | 196 
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In a ſhort Time began to be more than content in 


-my preſent State of Life. God was pleaſed to be with 


me of a Truth, —— My Strength was proportioned 
to my Day, and I had Thoughts of abiding at the 
Univerſity, at leaſt for, ſome Years, to finiſh my Stu- 
dies, and do what good I could amongſt the poor de- 
ſpiſed Methodiſts. But God's Thoughts are not as 
an' Thoughts, neither are our Ways as his Ways,— 
By a Series of unforſeen, unexpected, and unſought 
for Providences, I was called in a ſhort Time from 
my beloved Retirement to take a Journey to the Me- 
tropolis of England. Whilſt I was an Under- 
graduate, amongſt other religious Friends, I was very 
intimate with one Mr. B——-1, a profeſſed Methodift, 
who had lately taken Orders, and was Curate at the 
"Tower of London. With him, when abſent, I fre- 
* quently correſponded, and when preſent took ſweet 
Council, and walked to the Houſe of God as Friends, 

8 | . He 


| Pars neſt all ſeem'd to ſneer at. me on Account of 


(.7 ) 

He mentioned me to that late good "and oreat Man 
Sir Jobn Philips. And being called down for a 
while into Hampſhire; he wrote to me to be of good 
Courage, and in the Strength of GOD, bid me haſten 
to Town to officiate in his Abſence, and be refreſhed: 
with the Sight and Converſation of many who loved 
me for CHRIS T's ſake, and had for a long Time de- 


ſired to ſee me. 
On Wedneſday Auguſt 4th, (the Priſoners being pro- 


vided for by the coming of Mr. Harvey, another young 


worthy Methodiſt, that had lately taken Deacon's 
Orders) with Fear and Trembling 1 obeyed the Sum- 
mons, and went in the Stage-Coach to London.“ 
There being no other Paſſenger, I employed myſelf, a 
good Part of the Way, in earneſt Supplication to the 
God of alt Grace to be my Guide and my Comforter; 
at the ſame time I could not help praiſing him for 
changing | 
Goſpel at 'a>Ptace-to which, not many Years ago, I 
would have 3 en much Money, would my Circum- 
ſtances have pòꝝmitted, to have went up and ſeen a 
Play. In the Eyening I reached the Tower, and was 
kindly received by my dear Friend. The Remain- 
der of the Week was ory in viſiting Sir Fobn Philips, 
&c. who were too glad to ſee me.— But God ſent me 
ſomething to ballaſt it. For as I paſſed along the 
Streets, many came out of their Shops, admiring to 
ſee ſo young a Perſon in a Gown and Caſſock. One 


I remember in particular cried out, . There's a Boy 


* Parſon.” —which, as it ſerved to mortify my Pride, 
ur me alſo upon turning that apoſtolical Exhortation 
into Prayer, Let no Man deſpiſe thy Youth.”* 


On Sunday Auguſt 8th, in the Afternoon, I preach'd 


at Bi ſpopgate Church, the Largeneſs of which, and the 
Congregation rogether, at firſt a little daſhed me ; but 
by adverting to God, and conſidering in whoſe Name 
I was” about to ſpeak, my Mind was calmed, and I 
was enabled to preach with Power. The Effect 
was immediate and viſible to all; for as I went up the 
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eart, and calling me to preach the 
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my Youth ; but they ſoon grew ſerious; and exceed- I 
ingly attentive, and after I came down ſhewed me great I 
Tokens of Reſpect, bleſſed me as I paſſed along, and | 1 
made great Enquiry who I was. The Queſtion no n 

I 
P 


one could anſwer, for I was quite a Stranger. [I 
ily ſliped through the Crowd, and came to the 
Tower, bleſſing God for his Goodneſs to me the un- 
worthieſt of the Sons of Men.— V 
Here I continued for the Space of two Months, fi 
reading Prayers twice a Week, catechiſing and each- a 
ing once, beſides viliting the Soldiers in the % ee ti 
and Barracks daily. I alſo read Prayers every Even- th 
ing at Vapping Chapel, and preached at Ludgate Priſon I 
every Tueſday. God. was pleaſed to give me Fa- er 
your in the Eyes of the Inhabitants of the Toer. of 
The Chapel was crowded on Lord's-Days —— Reli- F. 
gious Friends from divers Parts of the Town attended ab 
the Word, and ſeveral young Men came on Laord's- th 
Day Morning, under ſerious Impreſſions, to hear me to! 
diſcourſe about the New-Birth, and the Neceſſuly of re- wh 
nouncing all in Affection, in arder to follow JESUS WI 
CHRIST. ſol 
After I had been about a Month in Town, Letters bu 
came from the Meſſrs. Veſſeys, and the Revd. Mr. || tra 
Ingbam their Fellow-Labourer, an Iſraelite indeed his 
from Georgia. Their Accounts fired my Soul, and 
made me even long to go abroad for God to0——But led 
having no outward Call, and being,” as I then thought, tun 
too weak in Body ever to undertake a Voyage to Sea, for 
J endeavoured to lay aſide all Thoughts of going and 
abroad. But my Endeavouss were all in vain Soc 
For I felt at times ſuch 2 ſtrong Attraction in my Soul the 
towards Geargia, that I thought it almoſt irrefiſtible. F ere: 
I ſtrove againſt it with all my Power, begged again 4 
and again with many Cries and Tears, that the Lord | moy 
would not ſuffer me to be deluded, and at length of / 
opened my Mind to. ſeveral dear Eriends. — Al Goc 
agreed that Labourers were wanted at home, that 1 J foly 
had as yet no viſible Call abroad, and that it was my | min 


Duty nat to be raſn, but wait and ſee what Pempornce 
$ might 
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trated for Books before I took my Degree. 


(9) 


might point out-to me. 
my whole Heart, and having ſtayed in London till 


Mr. B — came out of the Country, I returned to 
my little Charge at Oxford, and waited upon my 


Deaconſhip according to the Meaſure - of Grace im- 
parted to me. 

But, oh what a delightful Life did I lead there! 
What Communiondid I daily enjoy with God! And how 
ſweetly did my Hours in private glide away in reading 
and praying over Mr. Henry's Comment, upon the Scrip- 
tures! Whilſt I am muſing on and writing about it, 
the Fire] then felt again kindles in my Soul—Nor was 
I alone happy For ſeveral dear Youths were quick- 
ened preatly, and met daily at my Room, to build 
up each other in their moſt holy Faith God raiſed up 
Friends for our temporal Support—The late Honour- 
able Betty Haſtings, that elect Lady, allowed ſome of 
them two or three ſmall Exhibitions. I alſo par- 
took of her Ladyſhip's Bounty; and a Gentleman, 
whoſe Heart was in an &pecial Manner knit to me 
when laſt at London, was ſtirred up, without being 
ſollicited, to ſend: me not only Money for the Poor, 
but alſo a Sufficiency to diſcharge Debts I had con- 


his Recommendation, I was choſen a correſponding 
Member of the Society for promoting Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, which I rejoiced in, as it gave me an Oppor- 
tunity of procuring Books at a cheap and eaſ Rate 
for the poor People. May the great high Prieſt 
and Apoſtle of our Profeſſion continue to bleſs that 
Society, and pg@ſper all their pious Undertakings, to 
the Advancemgt of his own Glory, and his Peoples 
eternal Good 

About the Middle of November, Providence once 
more called me from my beloved, though little, Scene 
of Action. The Revd. Mr. Kinchin, now with 
God,. had lately bcen awakned, and accordingly re- 
ſolved to affociate with the deſpiſed Mei bhbodiſts, deter- 
mining to know not bing bu! FESUS CHRIST and 
him crucified. He was then Miniſter of Dummer in 


— — —— — — — — 


To this I gonſented with, 
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| ( 10 ) 
Hampjuire, and being likely to be choſen Dean of 
Corpus Chriſti College, he Cefired me to come and 
officiate for him, till that Affair ſhould be decided. 
By the Advice of Friends, I went, and he came to 
ſupply my Place at Oxford. His Pariſh conſiſting 
chictiy of poor and illiterate People, my proud Heart 
at firſt could not well brook it. [ would have 
given all the Worid for one of my Oxſed Friends, 
and mourned for lack of them as a Dove that has loſt 
her Matc But upon giving myſelf to Prayer, and 
reading Mr. Law's excellent Character of Ouranius, 
in his Serious Call ts a Devout Life, my Mind was re- 
conciled to ſuch Converſation as the Place afforded 
me. Bcfore I came to Dummer, Mr. Kinchin had 
uſed Tis People, according to the Rubrick, to have 
publick Prayers twice a Day, viz. In the Morning, 
d being the Winter-ſeaſon, before it was Light, and 


in the Evening after the People returned from their 


Work. He alſo catechiſed the Lambs of the Flock 
daily, and viſited from Houſe to Houſe. He 
loved his People, and was beloved by them, _— I 
proſecuted his Plan, and generally divided the Day 
into three Parts, eight Hours for Study and Retire- 
ment, eight Hours for Sleep and Meals, and eight 
Hours for reading Prayers, catechiſing, and viſiting 
the Pariſh. The Profit I reaped by theſe Exer- 
ciſes, and converſing with the poor Country People, 
was unſpeakable, I ſoon began to be as much de- 
kghted with their artleſs Converſation, as I had been 
formerly with the Company of my Oxford Friends ; 
and frequently learnt as much by an Afternoon's 
Viſit, as in a Week's Study. During my Stay 
here, an Invitation was ſent me to a very profitable 
Curacy in London; but I had no Inclination to accept 
it———The Thoughts of going to Georgia ſtill crowded 
continually in upon me, and at length Providence 


ſeemed to point my Way thither. About the Middle 


of December, comes a Letter from Mr. Bg, in- 
forming me, that Mr. Charles Weſley was arrived at 
London. Soon alter came a Letter from Mr. Charles 


— EN ICI 


himſelf, 


— — 


mn 


A ang 1 

himſelf, wherein he informed me, that he was come 
over to procure Labourers; but, added he, ** I dar? 
% not prevent God's Nomination.” ln a few Days 
after this, came another Letter from Mr. John I/efler, 
wherein were theſe Words, „ Only Mr. Delamott 7s 
*« with me, till God fhall flir up the Hearts of ſome cf 


&« bis Servants, Woo pulling their Lives in bis Hanas, 


. * ſhall come cver and help us, where the Harveſt is jo 


« great, and the Labcurers ſo few, What if thou art 
« the Man, Mr. Whiteficld ?P In another Letter 
were theſe Words, Do you off me what you ? 
« have? Food to eat, and Raiment to put on, a Houſe 
„to lay your Head in; ſuch as your Lord had not; and 
« 2 Crown of Glory that fadeth not away.” Upon 
reading this my Heart leaped withia me, and as it 
were ecchoed to the Call. Many things concurred 
to make my Way clear. Mr. Kirchia WM now 
elected Dean of Corpus Chriſti College, and beingthere- 
by obliged to reſide at Oxford, he willingly took ppp 
him the Charge of the Priſoners. Mr. Harvy 
ready to ſerve the Cure of Dummer. Mr. W? 5 
was my dear Friend, and. I thought it woald be 3 
great Advantage to me to be under his Tuition 
Georgia was an infant, and likdy to be an ener ealing 
Colony; and the Government ſeemed to have its 
Welfare much at heart. [ had, heard many In- 
dians were near it, and thought it a Matte: of great 
Importance, that ſerious Clergymen ſhould be ſent 
there. Retirement and Privacy was what my Soul 
delighted in. — A Veyage to Sea would, in all Pro- 
bability, not do my Conſtitution much hurt: nay, I 
had heard the Sea was ſometimes beneficial to weakly 
People. And ſuppoling the worſt, as I muſt neceſ- 
ſarily return to take Prieſt's Orders, it would then be 


left to my Choice, whether I would fix in my native 
Country, or go abroad any more. 


Theſe things 
being thoroughly weighed, I at length reſolved within 
myſelf to embark for Georgia: and knowing that I 
ſhould never put, my Reſolution into Practice, if 1 
conferred with Fleſh and Blood, I wrote to my Re- 
B 2 lations 
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lations to inform them of my Deſign, and withal told 2 
them, If they would promiſe not to diſſuade me Len 
« from my intended Voyage, I would come and take ſin 
<« a perſonal Leave of them; if otherwiſe, knowing || an 
*, my own Weakneſs, I was determined to embark H: 
e without viſiting them at all.” A few Days after H. 
Mr. Kinchia came to Dummer, and introduced Mr. wa 
Harvy into the Cure. I appriſed them of my In- ani 
tention. —— They gave me ſome friendly Council, and the 
having ſpent the Beginning of Chriſtmas ſweetly toge- tur 
ther, and taken an affectionate Leave of the Dummer bef 
People, I returned once more to Oxford, to bid adieu wa 
to my Friends, who were as dear to me as my own ma 
Soul. My Reſolution at firſt a little ſhocked them, fro 
but having Reaſon to think, from my Relation of || Af 
Circumſtances, that, I had a Call from Providence, for, 
moſt of them ſaid, The Ill of the Lord be done.“ foll 
On New-Year's-Day, 1739-7, I went to Glouceſter and 
in order to hear the Biſnop's Opinion, and to take my || Soc 
Leave of my Mother and other Relations.——His of 
Lordſhip received me, as he always did, -like a Fa- Do 
ther, approved of my Deſign, wiſhed me much Suc- ix 


ceſs, and ſaid, He did not dokbt but God would ter 
v bleſs me, and that I ſhould do much Good abroad.” He 
My own Relations at firſt were not ſo paſſive. My faſt 
aged Mother wept ſore, and others urged what pretty ||. and 
Preferment I might have, if I would ſtay at home— freſ 
But at length they grew more quiet, and finding me Sou 
ſo fixed, gainſayed no longer. During my Stay wol 
here, I began to grow a little popular. God gave alm 
me Honour for a while, even in my own Country.— All 
J preached twice on the Sabbaths. Congregations || be 1 
were very large, and the Power of God attended the if I 
Word; and ſome I have Reaſon to belieyggwere truly moi 
converted, who will be my Joy and Crown o rejoicing || eno' 
in the Day of the Lord J ES US. | ing 

In about three Weeks I went to Briſtol, to take divi 
leave of ſome more of my Relations who lived there || leng 
As it was my conſtant Practice, go where I would fect 
to attend on the daily publick Offices of the as: 

n 


another Lecture at St. Stephens. 
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] went, the "Thurſday after my coming, to hear a 
Sermon at St. John's Church. Whilſt the Pſalm was 
ſinging, after Prayers, the Miniſter came to my Scat, 
and aſked me t give the Congregation a Sermon. 
Having my Notes about me, I complied. The 
Hearers ſeemed ſtartled, and after Sermon Enquiry 
was made, who | was? The next Day there was 
Many crowded thi - 
ther in Expectation of hearing me again. The Lec- 
turer aſked me to preach, as the other did the Day 
before. I again complied, and the Alarm given here 
was ſo general, that on the following Lord's-Day, 
many of all Denominations were obliged to return 
from the Churches where I preached for want of Room, 
Afterwards I was called by the Mayor to preach be- 
fore him, and the Corporation. And for ſome time 
following, I preached all the Lectures on Week-[ays, 
and twice on Sundays, beſides viſiting the religious 
Societies. The Word, through the mighty Power 
of God, was ſharper than a two-edged Sword. The 
Doctrine of the New Birth and Juſtification by Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt (though I was not fo clear in it as af- 
terwards) made its Way like Lightning into the 
Hearers Conſciences. The Arrows of Conviftion ſtuck 
faſt ; and my whole Time between one Lecture and 


and another, except what was ſpent in neceſſary Re- 


freſhment, was wholly taken up in talking with poor 
Souls under Concern. Large Offers were made me, if I 
would ſtay at Briſtol ; and many J believe would have 
almoſt plucked out their own Eyes to have given me 
All wondered that I would go to Georgia, who might 
be ſo well provided for at home ! And ſome urged, 
if I had a Mind to convert Indians, I might go a- 
mongſt the King*s-Wood Colliers, and find Indians 


enough. But none of theſe Things moved me. Hav- 


ing put my Hand to the Plow, I was determined thro? 
divine Grace, not to look back. And therefore, at 
length, I took my leave, but with what mutual Af- 
fection and Concern cannot eaſily be expreſſed. 

SES 1 E: During 
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During my Stay at Briſtol, I made a little Elope- 
ment to Bath, where I was kindly received by a dear 
Friend the Reverend Mr. Chapman, and ſome elect 
and honourable Women who befriended the Oxford, 
Methodiſts. I preached at the Abbey-Church twice. 
he late Dr. Cockman was pleaſed to thank me 
for my Sermon ; and Application was made to me by 
ſeveral to print both my Diſcourſes. But I ſcarce al- 
lowed ſuch a Thought to enter, much Jeſs to lodge 
within my Heart. 

It was now about the Middle of February. Lent 
was at hand, and I was obliged to be at Oxford to per- 
form the Remainder of my College-Exerciſe, which 
they call Determining. I went through Glouceſter, as 
jt lay in my Way, and abode there a Week, viſiting 
the Priſoners, and encouraging the awakened Souls. 
Having ſtaid about ten Days at the Univerſity, 1 
took, as I thought, my laſt Farewel of my dear Friends, 
and came up to London in the Beginning of March, 
in order to wait upon James Ogletborp, Eſq; and the 
Honourable Truſtees, I was kindly received by both. 
The former introduced me to his Grace the preſent 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury ; and the Revd. Mr. Arthur 
Bedford, at the Deſire of the latter, (with whom 1 
dined at their publick Anniverſary) went with me to 
the preſent Lord Biſhop of Londen. 
my going abroad; the former was pleaſed to fay, * He 
« would take particular Notice. of ſuch as went to 
Georgia, if they did not go out of any ſiniſter View. 
This put me upon Enquiry what were my Motives 
in going? And, after the ſtricteſt Examination, my 
Conſcience anſwered, &© Not to pleaſe any Man living 
% upon Earth, nor out of any finiſter View , but ſimply 
c to comply with what I believe to be thy, Will, O 00 
« and to promote thy Glory, thou great Shepherd and 

« Biſhop of Souls,” 

I continued at London about three Weeks, waiting 
for Mr. Oglethorp, who expected to fail every Day. 
In this Seaſon I preached more. frequently than When 
ehere before. Many more came to hear me, and the 


laſt 


. 
- 


Both approved of 
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laſt Sunday I was in Town, I read Prayers twice, and 
reached four times. But finding Mr. Oglethorp 
was not likely to go for ſome time, and having lain 
under particular Obligation to the Revd. Mr. Sampſon 
Harris, Miniſter of Stone-Houſe, in Glouceſterſhire, I 
went down thither, at his Requeſt, to ſupply his 
Place, whilſt he came up to diſpatch ſome Affairs in 
Town. 

Hither I had Reaſon to think God ſent me in An- 
ſwer to Prayer : For there was a little ſweet Society of 
ſeeking Souls, who had heard me preach at an adja- 
cent Town, and wreſtled with God, if it was his 
Will, to ſend me amongſt them. They received me 
with all Joy, and moſt of the Pariſhioners were very 
civil, when I came to viſit them from Houſe to 


Houſe, Upon Examination I found them more know- 


ing than I expected. Their Paſtor had uſed to cate- 
chiſe the little Ones in the Summer-ſeaſon, and ex- 
pounded the four Leſſons every Lord's-Day in the 
Church. I followed his good Example, and found 
great Freedom and Aſſiſtance given me both in my 
publick and private Adminiſtrations. Having the 
Uſe of the Parſonage-Houſe, I expounded every 
Night. Many that were not Pariſhioners came to 
hear, 'and were edified. On Sundays, beſides expound- 
ing the Leſſons, catechiſing and preaching, I repeated 
my Sermons to the Socity. Neither Church or Houſe 
could contain the People that came. I found uncom- 
mon Manifeſtations granted me from above. Early 
in the Morning, at Noon-Day, Evening, and Mid- 
night, nay all the Day long, did the bleſſed JESUS 
viſit and refreſh my Heart. Could the Trees of a 
certain Wood, near Stone-Hcuſe, ſpeak, they would 
tell what ſweet Communion I and ſome more dear 
Souls enjoyed with the ever blefled God there. Some- 
times as I have been walking, my Soul would make 
ſuch Sallies as though it would go out of the Body. 
At other times I would be ſo overpowered with a 
Senſe of God's infinite Majeſty, that I would be con- 
ſtrained to throw myſelf proftrate on the Ground, and: 
| | offer 
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offer my Soul as a Blank in his Hands, to write on 


it. what he pleaſed. One Night was a Time never to 
be forgotten. It happened to lighten exceeding]y. 
had been expounding to many People, and ſome 
being atraid to go home, I thought it my Duty to 
accompany them, and improve the Occaſion, to ſtir 
them up to prepare for the coming of the Son of Man, 
But O what did my Soul feel! In my Return to the 
Parſonage-Houſe, whilſt others were riſing from their 
Beds, and frightned almoſt to Death, to ſee the 
Lightning run upon the Ground, and ſhine from one 
Part of the Heaven unto the other, I and another, a 
poor, but pious, Countryman, were in the Field, 
praying to, praiſing of, and exulting in our God, and 
longing for that Time, when JESUS ſhould be re- 
vealed from Heaven 1n a Flame of Fire! Oh that my 
Soul may be in a like Frame, when he ſhall actually 
come to call me! For I think 1 never had been hap- 
pier than that Night, or, all things conſidered, more 
bleſſed than during my Abode at Stone- Houſe. Every 
Week the Congregations increaſed; and on Aſcen/icn- 


Day, when I took my leave, the Concern they ſhewed - 


at my Departure was inexpreſſible. Their Sighs and 
Tears almoſt broke my Heart. Many cried out with 
Ruth, Whither thou gaeſs I will go, where thou lodgeſt 
I will lodge. But I only took one with me, who 
proved a good Servant, and 1s, I believe, a true Fol- 
lower of our ever Bleſſed JESUS, 

The Incumbent being returned from London, and 
the People of Briſto! having given me repeated Invi- 
tations, nay having inſiſted upon my coming again, 
ſince the Time of my embarking was deferred; on 
May 23d, I paid them a ſecond Viſit. Multitudes 
came on Foot, and many in Coaches a Mile without 
the City to meet me, and almoſt all ſaluted and Bleſſed 


| ame as I went along the Street, Upon my coming 


here, I received Letters from London, informing me, 


5 that Mr. Ogletborp would not embark theſe two 


Months. This gladened many Hearts, though I 
cannot ſay it did mine; becauſe I counted the Hours, 


23 
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25 it were, till I went abroad. I preached: as. uſual, 
about five times a Weck; but the Congregations 
grew, if poſſible, larger and larger. It was wonder- 
ful to ſee how the People hung upon the Rails of the 
Organ-Loft, climbed upon the Leads, of the Church, 
and made the Church itſelf ſo hot with their Breath, 
that the Steam would fall from the Pillars like Drops 
of Rain. Sometimes almoſt as many would. go away 


for want of Room as came in, and it was with great 


Difficulty J got into the Deſk to read Prayers, or 
preach. Perſons of all Denominations flocked to hear. 
Perſons of all Ranks, not only publickly attended my, 
Miniſtry, but gave me private Invitations to their 
Houſes. A private Society or two were erected. I 


preached and collected for the poor Priſoners in Netv- 


gate twice or thrice a Week, and many made me 
large Offers it I would not go abroad. 
During my Stay here I Paid another Viſit to Bath, 


and preached three times in the Abbey- Church, and 


once in Queen q. Chapel. People crowded, and were 
affected as at Briſtol, And God ſtirred up ſome elect 
Ladies to give upwards of a hundred and ſixty Tau 
for the Poor of Georgia. 


June 2 iſt, I took my laſt Farewel at Briſtol. But 


when I came to tell them, it might be, that they, 
would ſee my Face no more, high and low, young 
and old burſt into ſuch a F lood of Tears, as I had, 
never ſcen before : Drops fell from their Eyes like Rain, 
or rather guſhed out like Water out of the Stony 
Rock. Multitudes, after Sermon, followed me home 
veeping; and the next Day I was employed from 
ſeyen in the Morning till Midnight, in talking and 
giving ſpiritual Advice to awakened Souls. 

About three the next Morning, having thrown my- 
ſelf on the Bed for an Hour or two, I ſet out for 
Glouceſter, becauſe I heard that a great Company on 
Horſeback, and in Coaches, intended to ſee me out 

of «Town, Some finding themſelves diſappointed, 


followed me thither, where I ſtaid a few Days, and 


preached to a very crowded 8 Then 1 went 
On 
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on to Oxford, where we had, as it were, a general 
Rendezvous of the Metbodiffs ; and, finding their 
Intereſts flouriſhing, and being impatient to go 
abroad, I haſtened away, after taking a moſt affec- 
tionate Leave, and came to London about the End of 
0 Augiiſt, I hope, in ſome degree, thankful for the 
great Things the Lord had done for me in the Coun- 
k 


| Revey Hour now ſeemed a Week, and every Week 
| a Year, till I was embarked, | | 
| | I knew there was no Miniſter at Frederica, for re; 
| which Place I was then appointed, and I did not care ne 
| to be abſent longer from my proper Charge. Mr. ter 
UW Oplethorp's going was ſtill retarded, and I had thought J fer 
it it my Duty to go immediately without him, had not | Tl 
BY & heland my other Friends urged, that the Soldiers | ing 
1 would ſhortly embark,” and that I had beſt go over | L« 
with them. This ſomewhat pacified me, and having ha 
now taken a final Farewel of all my Friends in the | for 
Country, I was reſolved to abide at London, and | 
give myſelf wholly to Prayer, the' Study of the Scrip- Fr 
tures, and my own Heart, till the Soldiers ſhould up 
embark. * | . 
The Houſe I lodged at was good old Mr. Hutton's | wh 
n College-ftreet, Weſtminſter, where 1 had the plea- I #* 
fure of ſeeing my dear Friend Mr. Ingham, lately re- 
urned from Georgia; and perceiving him, as I Jes 
thought, remarkably grown in Grace. I longed ſtill fin 
tmore to be ſent to the ſame School, hoping to catch ſay 
ſome of that holy Flame with which his Soul was 
fired. We freely and folemnly converſed together 
about my Call abroad. It ſeemed to both quite clear, 
though we could have wiſhed, had it been the Divine 
Will, to have lived and died together, Our Hearts 
were knit to each other, like the Hearts of David and 
Jonathan. At Midnight we would riſe to ſing Praiſes 
to God, and intercede for the whole State of CHRIS T's 
Church militant here on Earth. e I 
With this my dear Friend F one Day paid 2 
* Viſit to a 'worthy Doctor of Divinity near 1 
3 « WhO 


| Ti 
who introduced us to ſome Honourable Ladies, who, 
as I had heard, delighted in doing good. It being 


my conitant Practice to improve my Acquaintance , 


with the Rich for the Benefit of the Poor, I recom- 


mended two poor Clergymen, and another pious Per- 


ſon, to their Charity. They ſaid little, but between 
them, unknown to each other, they gave, I think, 
thirty-ſix Guineas, When we came to the Doctor's 
Houſe, and ſaw the Ladies Liberality, he ſaid, ** Tf 
* you had not ſpoke for others, you would have had 
* a good deal of that yourſelf.” God gave me to 
rejoice that I had nothing, and the Poor all. The 
next Day, upon my Return to London, in the firſt Let- 
ter that I opened, was a Bank- note of Ten Pounds, 
ſent from an unexpected Hand as a Preſent for myſelf, 
This I took as a Hint from Providence to go on do- 
ing good to others, with a full Aſſurance that the 
Lord would not let me want. Bleſſed be his Name I 
have had many ſuch tInſtances of his tender Concern 
for my temporal, as well as my eternal Welfare. 


About this time, through the Importunity of 


Friends, and Aſperſions of Enemies, I was prevailed 
upon to print my Sermon on the Nature hos Neceſſity 
of our Regeneration or New- Birth in CHRIST FESUS, 
wich under God began the awakening at London, 
Briſtol, Gloutefter, and Glouceſterſhire, The Diſſenters 
1 found were ſurprized to fee a Sermon on ſuch a Sub- 
ject from a Clergyman of the Church of Enpland, and 
finding the Author came from Oxford, were ready to 
ſay, (how juſtly I will not determine) * Can any good 
* come out of Nazareth?“ This Sermon fold well to 
Perſons of all Denominations, and was diſperſed very 
much in many Parts, both at hotne and abroad. A 
fecond Impreſſion was ſoon called for ; and finding 
another of my Sermons was printed without my Leave, 
and in a very incorrect Manner, at Briſtol, I was 
obliged to publiſh in my own Defence, and afterwards 
thought I had a clear Call to print any other Diſeourſes, 
though in themſelves mean, that L found bleſſed to 
the Good of Souls. | | OY 
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Fut to return to my publick Adminiſtrations. Be. 
ing determined to abide in London till the Time of my 
Departure, I followed my uſual Practice of reading 
and praying over the Word of God upon my Knees, 
'Sweet was this Retirement to my Soul, but it was not 


Invitations were given me 


The Stewards and 


of long Continuance. 
to preach at ſeveral Places. 


Members of the religious Societies were very fond of 
I was invited to preach at Cripplegate, 


hearing me. 
St. Ann's, and' Forſter-lane Churches, at Six on the 


Lord's-Day Morning, and to aſſiſt in adminiſtring the 
Holy Sacrament. E embraced the Invitations, and 
ſo many came, that ſometimes we were obliged to 
conſecrate freſh Elements two or three Times, and 
the Stewards found it ſomewhat difficult to carry the 
Offerings to the Communion- Table. — ] alſo preached 
at Vapfting- Chapel, the Tower, Ludgate, Newgate, 
and many of the Churches where weekly Lectures 
were kept up. The Congregations continually in- 


creaſed, and generally, of a Lord's-Day, I uſed to 


preach four Times to very large, and very affected 
Auditories, befides reading Prayers twice or thrice, 
and walking, perhaps, twelve Miles in going back- 
wards and forwards from one Church to the other 
But God made my Feet like Hind's Feet, and filled 
me with Joy unſpeakable - at the End of my Day's 
Work. This made me look upon my Friends 
kind Advice which they gave me, to ſpare myſelf, as 
'a Temptation. For I found by daily Experience, 
the more I did, the more I might do for God. 
About the latter End of Auguſt, finding there were 
many young Men belonging to the Societies that at- 


tended my Adminiſtrations, I entered into one of their 


ſinging Societies, hoping thereby to ingratiate myſelf 


the more, and have greater Opportunities of doing. 


them good. It anſwered my Deſign, Our Lord 
gave me to ſpiritualize their ſinging. And after 


they had taught me the Gamut, they would gladly 
bear me teach them ſome of the Myſteries of the 
--New-Birth, and the Neceſſity of living to God. Many 
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ſweet Nights we ſpent together in this Way. ——And 
many of theſe Youths afterwards, to all Appearance, 
walked with God, and will, I truſt, join the heavgaly 
Choir in ſinging Praiſes to the Lamb, and him that 
ſitteth upon the Throne for ever. 

About the Middle of September, my Name was firſt 
put into the publick. News-papers, but upon what par- 
ticular Occaſion I cannot now recollect. The Sun- 
day before, with great Reluctanee, I was prevailed on 
to preach a Charity Sermon at Wapping- Chapel. 
The Congregation was very large, and more was col- 
lected than had been for many Years upon a like Oc- 
caſion. This got Air My Friends improved 
the Occaſion, and intreated me to preach another Cha- 
rity Sermon, at Sir George Wheeler's Chapel. I abſo- 
lutely refuſed ; but at length, through the Importu- 
nity of Mr. Haberſham, ſince my faithful AMiſtane i in 
the 2 I agreed to do it. I diſcourſed 
upon the Widow's giving her two Mites—— God bowed 
the Hearts of the Hearers as the-Heart of one Man. 
— Almoſt all, as I was told, by the Collectors, of- 
fered moſt willingly. Scarce one appeared before 
the Lord empty. This ſtill drew on. freſh Appli- 
cations. The Sunday following I preached in the 
Evening at St. Swithens, where eight Pounds were 
collected inftead of ten Shillings. The next Morn- 
ing, as J was at Breakfaſt with a Friend at the Tower, 
I read in one of the News-Papers, ©* That there was a 
young Gentleman going Voluntier to Georgia: That 
&« he had preached at St. Swithens, and collected eight 
Pounds inſtead of ten Shillings ; three Pounds of 
« wwhich were in Halfpence : And that he was to preach 
% next; Wedneſday before the Societies, at their General 
Quarterly Meeting. This Advertiſement chagrined 
me very much 1 immediately ſent to the Printer, 
deſiring he would put me in his Paper no more. 
His Anſwer was, That. He vas paid for doing it, 
« and: that be would not loſe two Shillings for any 
Body. By this means Peoples Curioſity was ſtirred 
aps more and more. On the #edeſdey Evening 
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Bow-Chnrch, in Cheapyide, was crowded exceedingly, 
I preached my Sermon on early Piety, and at 
the R of the Societies printed it. Hehce- 
forwards, for near three Months ſucceſſively, there 
was no End of Peoples flocking to hear the Word of 
God. —— The Church-Wardens, and Managers of 
Charity-Schools, perceiving what Effect my preach- 
ing had upon the Populace, were continually apply- 
ing to me to preach for the Benefit of the Children, 
And as I was to embark ſhortly, they procured 
the Liberty of the Churches on the Week Days; a 
thing never known before. ] have fometimes had 


more than a Dozen Names of different Churches, at. 


which 1 promiſed to preach, upon my Slate-Book at 
once. —— And when I preached, Conſtables were 
obliged to be placed at the Door, to keep the People 
in order. —— The Sight of the Congregations was 
very awful.— One might, as it were, walk upon 
the Peoples Heads, and thouſands went away from 
the largeſt Churches for wart of Room. They were 
all Attention when the Word was delivered, and heard 
like People hearing for Eternity I now preg 
generally nine Times a Week. The early Sacraments 
were exceedmg awful. At Cripplegate, St. Ann s, and 
Forfler-lane, how often have we ſeen JESUS CHRIST 
crucified, and evidently ſet forth before us! On Sun- 
day Mornings, long before Day, you might ſee Streets 
filled with People going to Church, with their Lan- 
thorns in their Hands, and hear them converſing 
about the Things of God. Other Lecture Churches 
near at hand, would be filled with Perſons chat could 
not come where I was preaching: And thoſe that did 
come, were ſo deeply affected, that they were like 
Perſons ſtruck with pointed Arrows, or mourning; fot 
a firſt-born Child! People gave fo liberally to the 
Charity Schools, that this Seaſon near a thouſand 


Pounds Sterling was collected at the ſeveral Churches, 


private Contributions and Subſcriprions 


beſides m 
wi preached: gratis, and 


ſent in afterwards, —— I always 


upon 
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upon me as their great Benefactor; and I believe fre- 
quently ſent up their Infant Cries in my Behalf. Wor- 

y Mr. Seward, afterwards my dear Fellow- Traveller, 
was, their hearty Friend and Advbeate.— fe was 
concerned in above twenty Charity Schools; and, as F 
found ſome Months afterwards, inſerted the Para- 
graph that ſo chagrined me. The Tide of Popula- 
rity now began to run very high. In a ſhort time 
I could no longer walk on Foot as uſual, but was con- 
ſtrained to go in a Coach from Place to Place to avoid 
the Haſannas of the Multitude. — They grew quite 
extravagant in their Applauſes, and had it not been 
for my compaſſionate High- Prieſt, Popularity would 
have deſtroyed me: But he knew it was quite un- 
thought of and unſought by me. L uſed therefore 
to plead with and intreat him, to take me by the Hand 
ind lead me unhurt through this fiery Furnace! — He 
heard my Requeſt, gave me to ſee the Vanity of all 
Commendations bur his own, and, in ſome meaſure, 
enabled me to give back all the Reſpect I received, to 
that Fountain from whence'it had its Source, ——  * 
Not that all ſpoke well of me No, as my Po- 
pularity increaſed, Oppoſition increaſed alſo. At 
firſt many of the Clergy were my Hearers and Ad- 
mirers : But ſome ſoon grew. angry, and Complaints 
were made, that the Churches were fo crowded, that 
there was no Room for the Pariſhioners, and that the 
Pews were ſpoiled. Some called me a Spiritual 
Pick- Pocket, and others thought I made uſe. of & 
kind of a Charm to get the Peoples Money. A 
Report was ſpread abroad, that the Biſhop of London, 
upon the Complaint of the Clergy, intended ro ence” 
me.—— I immediately waited upon his. Lordſhip, and 
enquired whether any .Complaint of this Nature had 
been lodged. againſt 'me ? He anſwered, *© No.” I 
aked his Lordſhip whether any Objection could be 
made againſt my Doctrine? He ſaid, Na: For. be” 
* knew a Cltrgyman> who. had” beard. me preach” a. plain 


* Scriptural Sermon. I aſked his Lordſhip, whether” 
te would" grant me a Licence? He faid, * T eu 
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&« none, fince 1 was going to Georgia.” TI replied, 
« Thenyour Lordſhip would not forbid me? Hegave 
me a ſatisfactory Anſwer, and I took my leave.—Soon 


alter this, two Clergymen ſent for me, and told me, 


they would not let me preach in their Pulpits any 
more, unleſs I renounced that Part of my Sermon on 
Regeneration, wherein I wiſhed, * That my Brethren 
« would entertain their Audi tories oftner with Diſ- 
& courſes upon the New-Birth,”*—This I had no Free- 
dom to do, and ſo they continued my Oppoſers, — 
What I believe irritated ſome of my Enemies the more, 
was my free Converſation with many of the ſerious 
Diſſenters, who invited me to their Houſes, and re- 
xatedly told me, That if the Doctrine of the New- 
« Birth and Juſtification by Faith, was preached power- 
& fully in the Church, there would be but few Diſſenters 
.in England.“ My Practice in viſiting and aſſo- 
aating with them I thought was quite agreeable to the 
Word of God. Their Converſation was ſavoury, 
and I thought the beſt Way to bring them oyer, was 
not by Bigotry and Railing, but Moderation and Love, 
and undiſſembled Holineſs of Life. But theſe Rea- 
ſons were of no Avail. One Miniſter called me 
Pragmatical Raſcal, and vehemently. inveighed againſt 
the whole Body of Diſſenters, This ſtirred up the 
Peoples Corruptions, and having an overweening 
Fondneſs for me, whenever they came to Church and 
found that I did not preach, ſome of them would go 
out again. This Spirit I always endeavoured to 
quell, and made a Sermon, on purpoſe, from thoſe 
Words, Take heed how ye hear. One time upon. hearing 


that a Church-warden intended to take eight Pounds a 


Year from his Pariſh Miniſter, becauſe he. refuſed to 
let me preach his Lecture, I compoſed a Sermon upon 


thoſe. Words, Love your Enemies; and delivered it 
where I knew the Church-warden would be.— It 
had its deſired Effect. He came after Sermon and. 
d me, he was convinced by my Diſcourſe, that he 
ould not reſent the Injury the Doctor had done me, 
and then thanked me for my Cate, ——Nor was I 
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without . Oppoſition from Friends, who were jealous 
over me with a Godly Jealouſy.— For I carried high 
Sail, thouſands and thouſands came to hear, My 
Sermons were every where called for. News came 
from time to time of the ſpringing up and Increaſe of 
the Seed ſown in Briſtol, Glouceſter, and elſewhere. 
Large Offers were made me, if I would ſtay in Eng- 
land. And all the Oppoſition I mer with, joined 
with the Conſciouſneſs of my private daily Infirmities, 
were but Ballaſt little enough to keep me from over- 
ſetting. 

However, the Lord (Oh infinite Condeſcenſion ! ) 
was pleaſed to be with and bleſs me Day by Day.— 
I had a ſweet Knot of Religious Friends, with whom T 
at firſt attempted to pray extempore. Some time, I think 
in October, we began to ſet apart an Hour every Even- 
ing, to intercede with the Great Head of the Church 
for carrying on the Work begun, and for the Circle 
of our Acquaintance, according as we knew their 
Circumſtances required. — I was their Mouth unto 
God, and he only knows what Enlargement I felt in 
that divine Employ. Once we ſpent a whole Night 
in Prayer and Praiſe; and many a time, at Midnight 
and: at one in the Morning, after I have been wearied 
almoſt to Death in Preaching, Writing, and Conver - 
ſation, and going from Place to Place, God imparted 
new Life to my Soul, and would enable me to inter- 
cede with him for an Hour and half and two Hours 
together. The Sweetneſs of this Exerciſe made me 
compoſe my Sermon upon Interceſſion; and I cannot 
think it Preſumption to give it as my Opinion, that 

rtly, at leaſt, in Anſwer to Prayers, then put up by 

is dear Children, the Word for fame Years paſt has 
ran and been glorified, not only in England, but in 
many other Parts of the World. | 

It was now, 1 think, that I was prevaited on to fit 
for my Picture. The Occaſion was this.—Some ill- 
minded Perſons had painted me leaning on a Cuſhion, 
with a Biſhop looking very enviouſly over my Shoul- 
der.— At the Bottom were ſix Lines, in one of _ 
| | » 
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the Biſhops were filed Mitred Drones, — The fame || © 


urging, That if I would not let ber have the Subſtance, G 
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Perſon publiſhed in the Papers, that I had fat for it. 7 
— This I looked upon as the Snare of the Devil to F: 
inſenſe the Clergy againſt me, I conſulted Friends 
what to do. They told me I muſt fit for my Picture b 
in my own Defence. At the ſame time my aged Mo- 
ther laid her Commands upon me to do ſo in a Letter, 


« [ would leave her at leaſt the Shadow.” She alſo 
mentioned the Painter, and meeting with him one N 
Night very accidentally, I at length with great Re- 
luctance complied, and endeavoured, whilſt the Pain- ſec 
ter. was drawing my Face, to employ my Time, in 
beſeeching the great God, by his holy Spirit, to paint F 
his bleſſed Image upon his and my Heart. q ; 
Chriſtmas now drew near, —Notice was given me, N. 
that the Soldiers were almoſt ready to embark for | 
Georgia, Mr. Oglethorp being yet detained, I was re- * 
ſolved to throw myſelf into the Hands of God, and y 
go with the Soldiers. But the nearer the Time of pr 
my Departure approached, the more affectionate. and q ; 
eager People grew. There was no End of Perſons ' 
coming to me under Soul Concern, I preached, and 
God bleſſed me more and more, and ſupported me "ao 
for ſome time with but very little Sleep. 80 
At the Beginning of Chriſtmas Week I took my Tr 
leave : But, Oh what Groans and Sighs were to be IN 
heard, when I ſaid, Finally, Brethren, farewel !” _ 
At great St. Helen's, the Cry was amazing. I was % 
near half-an Hour going out to the Door. All 
Ranks gave vent to their Paſſions. Thouſands and 
thouſands of Prayers were put up for me. They 
would run and ſtop me in the Allies, hug me in their 
Arms, and follow me with wiſhful Looks. Once in 
the Chriſtmas before my Departure, with many others, 
I ſpent.a Night in Prayer and Praiſe ; and in the 
Morning helped to adminiſter the Sacrament at St. 
Dunſtan s, as I ufed to do on Saints-Days, —— But 
ſuch a Sacrament I never before ſaw.— The Tears of 
the Communicants mingled with the Cup, and had not 
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JESUS given us ſome of his new Wine to drink, to 
comfort our Hearts, our parting would have almoſt 
been inſupportable. At length December 28th I left 
London, and went in the Strength of God, as a poor 
Pilgrim on board the Whitaker, after having preached 
in a good Part of the London Churches, collected a- 
bout a thouſand Pounds for the Charity-Schools, and 
got upwards of three hundred Pounds Sterling for the 
Poor of Georgia among my Friends, for which I have 
ſince publickly accompted. At the ſame time God 
raiſed me a Sufficiency to ſupply my own temporal 
Neceſſities; and gave me repeated Proofs, that if wwe 
ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and bis Riyhteouſueſs, all 
ot her things (I mean Food and Raiment, which is all 
a Chriſtian ſhould deſire) all be added unto us. 
For which, and all his other unmerited Mercies, I 
deſire to praiſe him in time, and magnify his holy 
Name, through the boundleſs Ages of Eternity. 
Some Particulars that befel me whilſt abroad, and 


how this Tide of Popularity roſe ſtill higher at my 


return home: How I came to commence a Field- 
Preacher, and part with many Friends, who were as 
dear to me as my own Soul: How they that would 
now have plucked out their Eyes, and have given 
them unto me, afterwards accounted me their Enemy 
becauſe I told them the Truth : By what Means the 
Seed now ſown ſprang up, and grew into a great 


Tree, both in England, Scotland, and America: How 


Diviſions aroſe among God's People, and what were 
the Effects and Conſequences of them, all this I-fay 
muſt be reſerved for another Tract, if God ſhould 
continue my Life and Strength, and give me Leifure 
and Freedom to proſecute and finiſh it, 

In the mean while, let me exhort thee, .O Reader, 
if ſerious and a Child of God, to bleſs him for what 
he has done for my Soul: Or if thou art yet in the 
Gall of Bitterneſs, and, thro* Prejudice, thinkeſt that 
I have either not cold Truth, or wrote out of a vain» 


—— View, let me only intreat thee to ſuſpend thy 


udgment for a little while, and JESUS ſhall decide 
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the Queſtion. At his Trx1gunar we ſhall meet, 
and there thou ſhall know what is in my Heart, and 


' what were the Motives which led me out into ſuch a 


Scene of Life. At preſent I will trouble thee no more; 
but beg thee, whether ſerious or not, to endeavour 
to calm thy Spirit, by ſinging or reading over the fol- 
lowing Lines, tranſlated by that ſweet Singer of I/ 
yael, and my worthy and honoured Friend Doctor 


Waits, 
PSALM IxXxXI. 5——9. Firf, 


I. 
Y God, my everlaſiing Hope, 
I live upon thy Truth; 
Thine Hands have held my Childhood up, 
And ſtrength' ned all my Youth. 
II 


My Fleſh was faſhion'd by thy Power, 
With all theſe Limbs of mine ; 


And from my Mother's painful Hour, 


Te been entirely thine. 
III. 
Still has my Life new Wonders ſeen, 
Repeated ev ry Tear; 
Behold my Days that yet remain, 
I truſt them to thy Care. 
| | IV. 
Caſt me not off ſhould Health decline, 
Or hoary Hairs ariſe ; 
And round me let thy Glory ſhine, 
When e er thy Servant dies. 


en Men review my Days, 


They Il read thy Love in every Page, 


In e' ry Line thy Praiſe, 


O. 
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Orphan-Houſe m GEORGIA. 
In a LETTER to a FRIEND. 


i. 


— — 


Betheſda, in Georgia, March ziſt. 1745-6. 


My very dear Friend, 
T being now ſome Months ſince J arrived here, 1 
think it high Time, according to my Promiſe, to 
end you as explicite an Account as I well can, of 
the Riſe, Progreſs, and preſent Situation of the Or- 
phan-Houſe, where I now am, — Some have thought, 
that the erecting ſuch a Building was only the Pro- 1 
duce of my own Brain: but they are much miſtaken. 1 
For it was firſt propoſed to me by my dear Friend the 1 
Revd. Mr. Charles Weſley, who, with his Excellency x 
General Oglethorp, had concerted a Scheme for car- 1 
rying on ſuch a Deſign, before I had any Thoughts 
of going abroad myſelf, It was natural to think, 
that as the Government intended this Province for the 
Refuge and Support of many of our poor Country- 
men, me —_— of ſuch Adventurers muſt ne- | 
- | ceffarily be taken off, by being expoſed to the Hard- 3 
AY figs which ungrojdably attend a new Settlement. 2 | 
ughe 3 
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thought it therefore a noble Deſign in the general to 
erect a Houſe for fatherleſs Children. And believ- 
ing ſuch a Proviſion for Orphans would be ſome In- 
ducement with many to come over, I fell in with 
the Deſign, when mentioned to me by my Friend, 

and was reſolved, in the Strength of God, to proſe- 
i cute it with all my Might. —— This was mentioned to 
"ng the Honourable the Truſtees, They took it kindly 
i at my Hands ; and as I then began to be pretty po- 
; 


{ 
| | 
lar at Briſtol, and elſewhere, they wrote to the 0 
| Biſhop of Bath and Wells, for Leave for me to preach } 
ls a Charity-Sermon on. this Occafion in the Abbey. T 


Church. This was granted, and I accordingly began g 
immediately to compoſe a ſuitable Diſcourſe: But 2 
knowing my firſt Stay at Georgia would be but ſhort, ti 
on account of my returning again to take Prieſts Or- C 
ders, I thought it moſt prudent firſt to go and ſee w 
for myſelf, and defer proſecuting the Scheme till I g 
came home : becauſe I could then be better able to th 
judge, whether the Scheme was practicable, and con- pr 
ſequently could be able to recommend it with the in 
greater Earneſtneſs. When I came to Georgia, I St. 


: 
found many poor Orphans, who, tho* taken notice ſio 
of by the Honourable Truſtees, yet thro' the Neg- fro 
lect of Perſons that acted under them, were in miſe- ph: 
rable Circnmſtances. For want of a Houſe to dal 
breed them up in, the poor little Ones were tabled Was 
out here and there, and beſides the Hurt they re- ſee 
-ceived by bad Examples, forgot at home what they tool 
learnt at School. Others were at hard Services, ; 
and likely to have no Edueation at all. Upon ſee- 
ing this, and finding that his Majeſty and Parliament 
had the Intereſt of this Colony much at heart, I 
thought I could not better ſhew my Regard to God 
and my Country, than by getting a Houſe and Land 
for theſe Children, where they might learn to labour, 
read, and write, and at the ſame time be brought up 
in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. Ac- 
- cordingly, at my Return to England, in the Year 
1738, to take Pricfts Orders, T. applied to the Ho- 
1 85 I nourable 
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nourable Society for a Grant of 300 Acres of Land, 
and laid myſelf under an Obligation to build a Houſe 
upon it, and to receive from time to time, as many 
Orphans as the Land and Stock would maintain. As 
I had always acted like a Clergyman of the Church 
of England, having preached in a good Part of the 
London Churches, and but a few Months before col- 
lected near a thouſand Pounds Sterling, for the Chil- 
dren belonging to the Charity-Schools in Londen and 
Weſtminſter ; it was natural to think, that I might 
now have the Uſe at leaſt of ſome of theſe Churches 
to preach in for the Orphans hereafter more immedi- 
ately to be committed to my Care. But by that 
time I had taken Prieſts Orders, the Spirit of the 
Clergy began to be much imbittered. Churches 
were gradually denied me. And I muſt let this 
good Deſign drop, and thouſands (I might add ten 
thouſands) go without hearing the Word of God, 'or 
preach in the- Fields. Indced two Churches, one 
in London, viz. Spittle-Fields, and one in Briſtol, viz, 
St. Philips and Jacob, were lent me upon this Occa- 
ſion ; but thoſe were all. However, God kept me 
from being diſcouraged. _—— I collected for the Or- 
phan-Houſe in Moeorfields, two and fifty Pounds one 
Sabbath-Day Morning: twenty- two Pounds of which 
was in Copper. It would have rejoiced your Heart to 
ſee the People give. They offered him willingly, and 
took more Pains to come through the Croud and put 
their Contributions into my Hat, than ſome would to 
have got them Thouſands of Prayers were put 
up with the Alms that were given, and I truſt both 
went up as a Memorial before God. In the After- 
noon 1 collected again at Kenninglon- Common, and 
continued to do ſo at moſt of the Places where I 
preached. Beſides.this, two or three of the Bilbgps, 
and ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction contributed, till at 
length, having gotten about .a thouſand and ten 
Pounds, I gave over collecting, and went with what 
I had:to Gebrgia. At that time Multitudes offered 
accompany me; but I choſe to take over only 4 
Surgeon, 
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Surgeon, and a.few more of both Sexes, that I thought 
would be uſeful in carrying on my Deſign. Theſe 
chearfully embarked with me, defiring nothing for 
their Pains, but Food and Raiment. My dear Fel- 
low-Traveller, William Seward, Eſq; alſo joined 
with them, and was particularly uſeful to me on this 
Occaſion. Our firſt Voyage was to Philadelphia, 
where I was willing to go for the ſake of laying in 
Proviſion. Having a Captain of a Ship with me, 
who had been my ſpiritual Child, by his Advice, 
T laid out in London a good Part of the thouſand 
Pounds for Goods; and by his Care and my other 
Fellow-Travellers, without any Trouble to myſelf, 
got as much by them at Philadelphia as nearly defrayed 
the Family's nce of coming over. Here God 
bleſſed my Miniſtry daily, and begun that Work in 
Philadelphia, which, I am perſuaded, will be remem- 
bred thro' the endleſs Ages of Eternity. January 
following, 1739, I met my Family at Georgia, and 
being unwilling to loſe any time, I hired a large 
Houſe, and took in all the Orphans I could find in 
the Colony. A great many alſo of the Town's Chil- 
dren came to School gratis, and many poor People 
thar could not maintain their Children, upon Appli- 
cation, had Leave given them to ſend their little Ones 
for a Month or two, or more, as they could ſpare 
them, till at length my Family conſiſted of between 


60 and 70. Moſt of the Orphans were in poor Caſe ; 


and three or four almoſt eat up with Lice. ] like- 
wiſe erected an Infirmary, in which many ſick People 
were cured and taken care of gratis. I have now by 
me a Liſt of upwards of a hundred and thirty Patients, 
which were under the Surgeon's Hands, excluſive of 
my own private Family, This 'Surgeon I furniſhefl 
with all proper Drugs and Utenſils, which put me to 
no ſmall Expences : And this was ſtill increaſed by 
clearing Land, buying Stock, and building a large 
Dwelling-Houſe ſixty by forty, and Out-Houſes, 
commodious for a large Family to live in. Some- 


times (Labourers and all) I have had a hundred and 


twenty 


— _ ——_——— _—_———L—— ys — — — ä— 


U 
n 
8 
b 
el 
I 

dl 
Oc 
K 
Pt 
M 
as 
be 


_— == — >> A@a6 > - W al — — 


twenty to provide for daily. My Friends, as well as 
myſelf, ſeemed to have particular Courage and Faith 
given us for the Seaſon; and we went on chearfully, 
believing that he for whoſe Sake we began, would 
enable us to finiſh this good Work. About March 
began the great Houſe, having only about one hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds in Caſh. I called it Bet heſda, 
becauſe I hoped it would be a Houſe of Mercy to ma- 
ny Souls. Bleſſed be God, we have not been diſap- 
pointed of our Hope. It has proved a Houſe of 
Mercy indeed to many, Several of our Labourers, 
as well as Viſitors, have (in a Judgment of Charity) 
been born of God here, and given evident Proofs of 
it, by bringing forth the Fruits of the Spirit. Many 
Boys have been put outto Trades, and many Girls put 
out to Service, I had the Pleaſure the other Day of 
ſceing three Boys work at the Houſe in which they 
were bred, one of them out of his Time a Journey- 
man, and the others ſerving under their Maſters. 
One that I brought from New-England is handſomely 
ſettled in Carolina; and another from Philadelphia is 
married, and lives very comfortably at Savannah. 
How ſo large a Family has been ſupported in ſuch a 
Colony, without any viſible Fund, is wonderful! I 
am ſurprized when I look back, and fee how for theſe 
ſix Years laſt paſt, God has ſpread a Table in the 
Wiiderneſs for ſo many Perſons. Were all the par- 
ticular Providences that have attended” this Work re- 
corded, perhaps they would be found not inferior to 
thoſe mentioned by Profeſſor Frant, in his Pietas 
Hallenſis, whoſe Memory is very precious to me, and 
whoſe Example has a. thouſand Times been bleſſed 
to ſtrengthen and encourage me in the carrying on this 
Enterprize. Hereafter, perhaps, when I have more 
Leiſure, - I may give you an Account of ſome of them. 
My being detained ſo long in England, has been a 
little detrimental to me, my Friends not knowing ſo 
well how to act, becauſe they expected to ſee me 
daily. And I cannot yet ſay that I have ſurmounted. 
the firſt Years' Expence, * indeed was very 8 
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and greater no doubt than it would be now, after 
Friends have had ſo many Years Experience in the 
Colony. However I doubt not, but by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, in a ſhort time to pay off my Arrears, 
and then the Family will be maintained at a ſmall 
Expence. My ſtanding annual Charges are now 
but trifling to what they have been; and my Friends 
have raiſed an annual Subſcription ſufficient for diſ- 
charging it till the Family may be able to provide for 
itſelt.—— This, God willing, I hope will be, in a 
good meaſure, ſpeedily effected. e have lately 
begun to uſe the Plow; and next Year I hope to 
have many Acres of good Oats and Barley, We 
have near twenty Sheep and Lambs, fifty Head of 
Cattle, and ſeven Horſes. We hope to kill a thou- 
Weight of Pork this Seaſon. Our Garden, which 
is very beautiful, furniſhes us with all Sorts of Greens, 
Sc. We have plenty of Milk, Eggs, Poultry, and 
make a good deal of Butter weekly. A good Quan- 
tity of Wool and Cotton has been given me, and we 
hope to have ſufficient ſpun and wove for the next 
Winter's Cloathing, H the Vines hit, we may 
expect two or three Hogſheads of Wine out of the 
Vineyard. The Family now conſiſts of twenty-ſix 
Perſons. Two of the Orphan Boys are blind, one is 
little better than an Ideot. But notwithſtanding 
they are uſeful in the Family; the one in the Field, 
and the other in the Kitchen. I have two Women to 
take care of the Houſhold Work, and three Men and 
two Boys employed about the Plantation and Cattle, 
A Sett of Dutch Servants has been lately ſent over: 
The Magiſtrates were pleaſed to give me two; and I 
took in a poor old Widow, aged near 50, whom no 
body elſe cared to have. A valuable young Man from 
New-England is my School-Maſter, and in my Ab- 
ſence performs Duty in the Family, On Sabbaths 
the grown People attend on publick Worſhip at Sa- 
vaunah, or at White-bluff, a Village near Betheſda; 
where a Dutch Miniſter officiates. My dear Friends 
pho have hitherto been my Afiſtants, bring marred 
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and having each one or two Children, thought it beſt; 
as molt ſuitable to the Inſtitution to remove. God has, 
mercifully provided for them, and they are comforta- 
bly ſettled ; ſome at Savannah, and fome elſewhere; 
We frequently write to and hear from one another. I 
need not trouble you with the Order of our Family. It 
1s pretty near the ſame as uſual, and I do not think to 
make any material Alteration for ſome time, Many 
have applied to me to take in their Children as Boarders, 
and erect a publick School : But I have not yet de- 
termined, It is certain ſuch a School would be ex- 
ceeding uſeſul in this Part of the World, if there 


| ſhould be a Peace, not only for theſe northern Parts 


of the Colony, but alſo for the more ſouthern Parts 
of Carolina, Purisburgh, and Frederica, where are 
many fine Youths. I have been prevailed on to take 
one from Frederica, and another from Purisburgb, 
and it may be ſhall admit more. For the preſent, con- 
ſidering the Situation of Affairs, I think it moſt pru- 
dent to go on in making what Improvements I can on 
the Plantation, and bring a Tutor with me from the 
Northward in the Fall, to teach a few Youths the 
Languages, and enlarge the Family when Affairs are 
more ſettled. The Houſe is a noble commodious 
Building, and every thing ſweetly adapted for bring- 
ing up Youth. Here is Land to employ them in to 
exerciſe their Bodies, and keep them from Idleneſs out 
of School Hours. Here are none of the Temptations 
to debauch their tender Minds, which are common to 
more populous Countries, or in Places where Children 
muſt neceſſarily be brought up with Negroes. What 
God intends to do with the Colony is not for me to 
enquire: Secret Things belong to him. It has hither- 
to been wonderfully preſerved, and the Orphan-houſe, 
like the burning Buſh, has flouriſhed unconſumed. In 
fine, the Government has, no doubt, its Welfare 
much at heart : And, God willing, I intend to carry 
on my Deſign till I ſee the Colony ſink or ſwim. The 
Money that has been expended on the Orphan-houſe, 
and Orphan-houſe Family, has been of vaſt Service Bn 
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this northern Part of the Colony. And tho? it has 


deen greatly detrimental to my own private Intereſt, 


yet I do not repent of the Undertaking. No, I re- 


. Joice in it daily, and hope yet to ſee many more Souls 


born unto God here. | have had a very comfortable 
Winter. The People of Savannah, having no Mi- 
niſter till lately, gladly accepted my Labours and at 
Frederica, the Gentlemen and Soldiers of General 
Ogiethorp's Regiment, as well as the Inhabitants of 
the Town, received me very gladly. Major Horton 
ſeems to behave very well. He has a very fine grow- 

ing Plantation. I ſaw Barley in the Ear the firſt of 
March. Georgia is very healthy. Not above one, 
and that a little Child, has died out of our Family, 
ſince it removed to Betheſda. I think the Colony 
(were the Inhabitants ſufficiently numerous) is ca- 


pable of as good Improvement as any on the Con- 


Unent. 


For the Satisfaction of my n and ſilencing, 
if poſſible, my Enemies, I have had my Accounts 
from the very beginning to January laſt, publickly 
audited and examined, Debtor and Creditor, Article 
by Article; and on Oath for Confirmation, being an 
End of all Strife, I have ſworn to them. A Copy of 
the Audit, with the particular Names of the Children, 
I have annexed hereunto. If it gives you or others 
any Satisfaction I ſhall be glad. I have no more to 


add, but to beg a continued Intereſt in ow Prayers, 


and ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Very dear Sir, 
Yonr moſt affectionate Friend, 
and Servant, 


GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 
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SAVANNAH in GEORGIA. 
H1S Day perſonally appeared before us 

| Henry Parker and William Spencer, Bai- 
* liffs of Savannah aforeſaid, the Reverend Mr. 

George Whitefield, and James Haberſbam, Mer- 


chant of Savannah aforeſaid, who, being duly ſworn, 


8. L 


ſay, That the Accounts relating to the Orphan-houſe, 


now exhibited before us, of which the above is an Ab- 
ſtract amounting on the Debit Side (namely, for Col - 
lections and Subſcriptions received) to the Sum of 
Four Thouſand Nine Hundred Eighty-two Pounds 
Twelve Shillings and Eight Pence, Sterling, and on 
the Credit Side (namely, for Diſburſements paid) to 
the Sum of Five Thouſand Five Hundred Eleven 
Pounds Seventeen Shillings and Ninepence Farthing, 
Sterling, do, to the beſt of their Knowledge, contain 
a juſt and true Account of all the Monies collected 
by, or given to them, or any other, for the Uſe and 
Benefit of the ſaid Houſe; and that the Diſburſe- 
ments, amounting, to the Sum aforeſaid, have been 
faithfully applied to and fbr the Uſe of the ſame. 


And the Reverend Mr. Fhitefield further declareth, 


that he hath not converted or applied any Part thereof 
to his own private Uſe and Property, neither hath 
Charged the ſaid Houſe with any of his travelling, or 
any other private Expences whatſoever. 

ok | GeoRGe WHITEPFIELD, + 


Jamzs HaBERSHAM:. 
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SAVANNAH in GEORGIA. 


* HIS Day perſonally appeared before us, Henry 


Parker and William Spencer, Bailiffs of Savan- 
nah aforeſaid, William Woodrooffe, William Ewen, and 
William Ruſſel of Savannab aforeſaid, who being duly 
{worn ſay, That they have carefully and ſtrictly ex- 
amined all and ſingular the Accounts relating to the 
Orphan-houſe in Georgia, contained in forty-one 
Pages, in a Book intitled, Receipts and Diſburſements 


for the Orphan-houſe in Georgia, with the original 


Bills, Receipts, and other Vouchers, from the fifteenth 
Day of December, in the Year of our Lord One Thou- 
ſand Seven Hundred and Thirty-cight, to the firſt 
Day of Fanuary, in the Year of our Lord One Thou- 
fand Seven Hundred and Forty-five ; and thar the 
Monies received on Account of the ſaid Orphan-houſe 
amounted to the Sum of Four Thouſand Nine Hun- 
dred Eighty-two Pounds Twelve Shillings and Eight- 
pence, Sterling, as above ; and that it doth not ap- 
pear, that the Reverend Mr. Vbiteſteld hath converted 
any Part thereof to his own private Uſe and Property, 
or charged the ſaid Houſe with any of his-travelling, 
or other private Expences ; but, on the contrary, 
hath contributed to the ſaid Houſe many valuable Be- 
nefactions; and that the Monies diſburſed on Account 
of the ſaid Houſe, amounted to the Sum of Five 


Thouſand Five Hundred Eleven Pounds Seventeen 


Shillings and Ninepence Farthing, Sterling, as above, 
which we, in juſtice to the Reverend Mr. Whitefield, 


- and the Managers of the ſaid Houſe, do hereby declare, 


appear to us to be faithfully and juſtly applied to and 
for the Uſe and Benefit of the ſaid Houſe only. 
| WilLLi am WoOODROOFFE, 
WILLIAM EwEN, 
WILLIAM RUSSEL. 


' Sworn this 16th Day of April, 1746, before us Bailiffs 


of Savannah; in Juſtification whereof we have 
"hereunto fixed our Hands, and the common Seal. 
OL A. Vn, PARKER. 
3 ILLIAM SPENCER» 
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F any Perſon, upon reading the foregoing Account, 
p to contribute any Thing to- 

. wards the defraying the Arrears of further Cloathing 
and Educating the Children, or furniſhing the Houſe, 
they are deſired to ſend their Contributions to Mr. 
Branſon, Tron-merchant, in Philadelphia ; the Revd. 
Mr. Smith, in Charleftown, South-Carolina ; Mr. Jobn 
Smith, Merchant, in Boſton ; the Revd. Mr. Shutlift, 


ſhall be ſtirred u 


in Portſmouth, in New Hampſhire, the Revd. Mr. 
Pemberton, in New-York; Mr. James Haberſham, 
Merchant, in Savannah, Georgia; Gabriel Harris, 
Eſq; in Gloucęſter; Mr. James Smith, at St. Philip's- 


Court, Fleet-ftreet. 


* 


Plain, in Briſtol; Mr. John Kennedy, at Exon; Mr.“ 


Jonathan Houlliere, in Queen. ſtreet, Upper Moorfields ; 
and Mr. William Strahan, Printer, in Wine-Offce- 
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